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While the Augusta National Gold Club’s
committee recognises the need for televi-
sion coverage, it's not overly dependent
upon broadcast rights fees as it proved
in 2003 and 2004 in the aftermath of
the Martha Burk controversy when it
forbade commercial breaks.

American broadcast giant CBS has
held had the contract to broadcast the
event since 1956, though the contract
has never been longer than 12 months
in duration. Given the absence of longer-
term contractual certainty, it's widely
believed that CBS permits Augusta Na-
tional greater control over broadcast
content, something the club denies, in
order to retain future broadcast rights.

Nevertheless, ad breaks are limited to
four minutes per hour instead of the
normal 12, while there are no cross-
promotions for other TV programmes,
no on-course commentators, no spon-
sored graphics and no blimps providing
sweeping views of the course and be-
yond, It's only recently that CBS has
been able to screen action from all 18
holes.

By not selling every available space
and rights to sponsors and broadcast-
ers, the US Masters’ difference has made
it even more attractive to the corporate

" world. In fact, several other champion-

ships have tried emulating Augusta’s
approach, though with limited success.

Meanwhile, as this year's on-course
action continues to grip Augusta and
the world's largest TV audience for a golf
tournament (the average live audience is
23 million, rising to almost 50 million on
Sunday), so another backroom contro-
versy has also been in the news.

The question of whether Augusta Na-
tional may eventually invite female
members into the club is generally met
with areply along the lines of there is ‘no
specific timetable’ for admitting women.
Why a woman would want to join a pri-
vate men's club is another matter, but
this year, it transpires that IBM's new
chief executive is a woman, Virginia
Rometty.

IBM are long-standing Masters spon-
sors and each of the company's previous
four chief executives were invited to be
Augusta National members.
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The ultimate

road warrior

BOOKREVIEW

Merckx: Half Man, Half Bike, by
Williar Fotheringham

William Fotheringham wastes
no time describing Eddy Mer-
ckx's courage, recalling an inci-
dent from the 1975 Tour de
France in the introduction to
this excellent biography.

Despite experiencing a crash
in the early part of a tough stage
through Alpine passes as the
peleton headed towards the fin-
ish at Avoriaz ski station, Mer-
ckx managed to close the gap on
the race leader.

There's nothing necessarily
unusnalin that, except, as Foth-
eringham tells us, “for a man
who had broken his jaw that
morning the series of brutal ac-
celerations and the miniscule
time gain were truly remarka-
ble."

X-rays revealed Merckx had

suffered a double fracture of his
cheekbone and had a bone splin-
ter floating near his sinuses. He
could only take fluids and had
no sensation on one side of his
face. :
There were only six days of Le
Tour remaining, Merckx could
have retired to nurse his inju-
ries. Instead, he chose to fight
on, contesting the race right to
the finish line, so ensuring the
winner, Bernard- Thevenet, en-
joyed a ‘total triumph’.

Between 1969 and 1974, Mer-
ckx won the Tour de France five
times and the equally difficult
Giro d’Italia four times.

He was crowned world cham-
pion on three occasions and
racked up more-than 400 victo-
ries in other races, bludgeoning
his rivals into submission, Little

" wonder he was known as ‘The

Cannibal’

This could have besn a book
simply laden with statistical
evidence but Fotheringham
chooses to add another dimen-
sion by investigating the Bel-
glan's ultra- competitiveness.

M We've teamed up with Sports

Book of the Month and have a
signed copy of Merckx: Half
Man, Half Bike to give away. For
your chance to win go to www.
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The financier turning
donation into an art

KATKEOGH

Education Comrespondent

e may be worth nearly £300 million
but he hasn't forgotten the Birming-
ham school which kick-started his
rise to the top.

And now Sir Paul Ruddock has
paved the way for more student success at his
alma mater with a £10 million arts centre.

The financier, who was knighted for services
to the arts in the most recent New Year Hon-
ours, is a key benefactor behind the new per-
forming arts centre at King Edward's School in
Edgbaston.

Named the Sir Paul and Lady Ruddock Cen-
tre, the building will be shared with the neigh-
bouring King Edward VI High School for
Girls.

The project is just weeks away from comple-
tion and will be officially opened by Education
Secretary Michael Gove later this month.

An Oxford graduate, Solihull-born Sir Paul
has long been a supporter of his old school,
which has raised £10 million in recent years for
building work and a scheme to fund school
places for poorer students.

In an exclusive interview with the Birming-
ham Post, Sir Paul revealed how receiving a
scholarship to King Edward's in 1969 proved to
be a turning point in his life.

“My father was a civil servant, my mother was
a teacher and I went to my local junior school,”
he said.

“I got a scholarship and the school was an
inspiration for me. Ihad fantastic teachers and
fantastic opportunities in areas like sport,
music, theatre and drama.

"That gave me a platform formy passions later
in life. Not only did it help me to get into univer-
sity and in my career, but it opened up my mind
to history and the arts.

“T've no clue where I would be now if I had not
got the scholarship, but King Edward's has al-
ways been one of the great academic schools in
this country and I just wanted to say thank
you.”

Up to 100 staff have been working around the
clock on the performing arts centre ahead of

the Apri-27 opening. The din of hammers and
drills will be replaced with the sound of music,
with facilities including a 400-seater concert
hall with room for an 80-piece orchestra, plus
drama and dance studios.

Sir Paul's knighthood aroused controversy as
he is also a Tory donor until it became clear his
honour was for services to the arts and educa-
tion.

Co-founder of hedge fund company
Lansdowne Partners, he has been the chair-
man of the Victoria and Albert Museum since
2007 and has donated many tens of millions of
pounds to the institution as well as supporting
the British Museum, Oxford University and his
old school.

King Edward VI High School for Girls head
teacher Sarah Evans said the centre would
benefit all students, not just those with a talent
for the arts.

The performing arts block nears completion

She said: “We have all these incredibly tal-
ented young people and we have had very lim-
ited facilities for them in the past.

“Suddenly, we are moving from that into a
state-of-the-art space for them.

“The opportunities for students on the techni-
cal side will be incredible.

“And it will give those young people who
maybe don’t want to be the stars of the show the
chance to use professional equipment you
would only usually get in theatres.”

Sir Paul said: “It’s not just about being the
star, its about having as many children as pos-
sible participating in music and theatre and
dance. .

“I was in school plays when I was here, and
frankly, I'was pretty awful.

“I played violin for seven years and I still
sounded horrendous at the end. But the school
gave me a love of theatre, of the arts and music,

and gave me that exposure to be able to learn
and find where talents lie.”

The performing arts centre is part of a £20
million building programme at King Edward's
to improve existing facilities for teaching, music
drama and sport.

Work is set start in the summer on a new £5
million centre, which will house the modern
languages department and a new sixth form
centre, as well as the extension and revamp of
existing science laboratories.

Half of the money for the new languages cen-
tre was donated by an anonymous ex-pupil, in
what was believed to be one of the largest single
donations made to any UK school.

Former pupils have also been generous in
helping King Edward's assisted places scheme,
which helps families on lower incomes afford
the £10,000-a year fees.

King Edward's is one of 80 independent
schools calling for additional state help to pay
the fees of bright youngsters from deprived
backgrounds.

It is supporting a new Open-Access scheme,
proposed by education charity the Sutton
Trust, which pushes for “needs blind" school
admissjons — with children winning places
based on ability, not parental income.

If given the go-ahead, it could pave the way for
30,000 children being awarded places.

King Edward's chief master John Claughton
said he had been “deluged” with applications for
the assisted places programmes.

He said: “We do not want to be a private
school, we do not want to be separate.

“Next September, we will have 35 bays or more
coming on assisted places, and 25 or so will be
coming here for free.

“We would welcome anything we could do to
increase that number.”

He added: “We had 600 applicants this year,
of whom more than 300 were for an assisted
place.

“We have raised an awful lot of money over the
past two or three years but there are still boys
who pass the examination but have not got the
funds,

“Putting money into selective schools may
seem politically difficult - but all it is doing is
bringing these kind of schools into the world of
education.”
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King Edward’s has always
heen one of the great
academic schools and [ just
wanted to say thank you

Hedge fund boss Sir Paul Ruddock, who is the key
benefactor in the new £10 million King Edwards School
Performing Arts Centre, opening later this month
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